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“Dad, can you make up a story for me?” the little girl
asked as they snuggled together. “Of coursel How about
a Christmas story?” She nodded with excitement. “OK,
name a few things that have to be in the story, and
that will help me make something up.” She thought for
a moment and randomly said, “A plant and a donkey.”
“All right, let’s see how this goes,” the dad said with a

smile.
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Then one day the tree noticed a man slowly walking

towards him. Finally, a visitorl The tree was so excited!
The weary traveler sat in the tree’s shade and started
praising God, “Thank you Lord for this treel It has saved
my life.” Feeling refreshed, the man stood up and, since
there was no one around to see him, he hugged the tree.
He thanked the tree and headed on his way. The tree
praised God and said, “Lord, this is why you made mel
Thank you for today.”
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him. It had been a very Iong "ime since he had seen cmyone.
became very excited! This time the traveler was hurrying towards the
with a donkey that was pulling a cart. The strong man stopped at the
tree, retrieved his axe from the cart, and went up to the tree. “Whack!”
The tree was confused and in pain. “Whackl” The tree cried out, “Lord,
why are you letting this happen?” “Whackl” Before the tree knew it, he
was being hauled back to the man's workshop in pieces.
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The next day the carpenter began to shape the tree into an object
of some sort, but the tree felt confused and humiliated that he was
no longer a tall tree. Later that day a man from Bethlehem purchased
him, took him back home, and put him in a stable. When the animals
began eating thelr food from him, the tree realized he had been made

into a manger! o2 05 /// ’Wr' - K\\

Humbled the manger went on
A8 , “If so..I will do this
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towards him. This man was with his wife, and they
both looked exhausted. “Joseph, the baby’s coming,”
the tree heard the woman say. Joseph quickly began
preparing the manger. The tree didn't understand
what was happening. Some time had passed and 7
now the manger was holding a precious baby. As |
the manger and Mary were treasuring this moment }
in their hearts, the shepherds came and bowed
before the newborn king. This made the manger
feel like a royal cradle. &

One starry night, another weary traveler was coming (,
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“The end already?” cried the daughter. “Please tell me
more. What happened to the manger and the baby?”
The dad thought for a bit and sald, “I'd have to
make up something about the manger because he Isn't
real, but Jesus is and he readlly came, and knowing
about him Is the greatest truth to ever be known and
told.”
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The dad went on to explain that, “The Bible tells us
that after Jesus was born, he grew up working with
wood with his earthly father. Then when he was around
30 years old he began preparing himself and others for
what he was born to do.” “What was that?” she asked
eagerly. . x/""""“i
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“The Bible says Jesus came to ‘save his people from their
sins’. He accomplished this by living a life of perfect
obedience, without sin, so that he could go to the cross
as a holy sacrifice and pay for the sins of his people.”
The dad looked into his daughter's eyes and said, “The
King laid down his life for us so we could be with him
one day in his kingdom.”
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With joy in his heart and wonder in his eyes the dad
concluded, “Oh, it was the greatest act of love and sac-
rifice in all of history. Christmas Is the celebration of the
birth of Jesus, and it's the time we remember the one
who came and why he came.” The little girl hugged her
dad tight and thanked him for the Christmas story, and
for telling her more about Jesus.
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Bible Verses:

“Before Jesus was born an angel spoke to Joseph saying,
‘she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his pecple from thelr sins.' ~ Matthew 1:21

“And the angel said to [the shepherds], ‘Fear not, for behold,

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you Is born this day In the city of David a Savior, who Is Chrlst
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped In swaddling cloths and lying In a manger.” ~ Luke 2:10-12

“For he grew up before him like a young plant...
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief... Surely he has borne our griefs and carrled our sorrows...
he was -premecl for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned-every one-to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the Iniquity of us all.” ~ Isalah 53:2-6

“The next day [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the worldi’” ~
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On this very first Christmas, a tree learns that
our pain and sufferings are never meaningless.







